Name: _______________________________


The Gerrymandering Game

Directions:  Go to the following website, play the game and answer the questions.

http://www.redistrictinggame.org/
Three Helpful Hints for the Redistricting Game… 

· Each congressperson’s house must stay in their district. For example, the purple house needs to stay in the purple district. 
· The population of the districts must remain roughly equal (about 640,000 people).  When the population is close enough to the acceptable level a green check will go in the person’s box.

· All the parts of the district need to be contiguous (touching/connected). For example, you can’t have an island of purple in a yellow district or vice versa. (Corners touching don’t count in this game.) 

Mission 1: Fundamentals

Your goal is simply to create districts that are the right size.  Do this to get the hang of it.

Mission 2: Partisan Gerrymandering 

Your goal in this mission is to try and gerrymander the fictional state of Hamilton for whatever political party you support. Select the advanced game.   You can choose whichever political party you prefer. Remember, your goal is to draw three districts that favor your party.
1.  Describe the tactic you had to use in order to achieve three congressional districts that favor your political party.  What were the specific results of using this tactic?
2.  Click on the 2nd tab (on the left), the feedback tab. What advice does the feedback tab give you before submitting your map? 

3. Once your map is submitted for approval, list the state legislature’s voting results. 

4. Is your map challenged in court? If so, what are the grounds and what were the results? 

5. Click on ‘Fast Forward to the Next Election’ and summarize the newspaper’s analysis of the redistricting results. 
Looking for some extra credit?  Play Mission 3 and Mission 4 and answer the same questions; question 1 will change a bit depending on the goals of the mission.

