Government & Civics
In Class Debates

You must present a political issue before the class in a debate format.  Moral and personal arguments are acceptable but your purpose is to speak to the legal and governmental issues and/or arguments.  Presentations should be aimed at convincing the class of your viewpoint but it is not necessary to do that in order to present an issue well.
The debate format will be as follows:

3 minutes – explanation of the issue side 1

3 minutes – explanation of the issue side 2

2 minutes – benefits of side 1

2 minutes – benefits of side 2

1-minute final rebuttal side 1

1-minute final rebuttal side 2

5 minutes class discussion

5 minutes for class to decide their stance and “the winner.”

	Criteria
	0-5 points
	6-8 points
	10 points

	Explanation
	Issue is not explained well, statistics are not present or are counter- productive
	Explained well but is not understood by class, statistics are not explained
	Explanation is easy to follow and enhances understanding, statistics are used that will help your argument

	Benefits argument
	Arguments are made up on the go, facts and figures are wrong, or provide no support for your argument
	Arguments are poorly planned or explained, facts and figures are inaccurate or not well explained to the audience
	Uses arguments that will draw support to your argument, facts and figures used to back up statements, well explained

	Final rebuttal
	Criticisms are false or childish, show little understanding of the issue
	Counters the oppositions arguments but does not effectively refute them
	Effectively counters the oppositions arguments using well thought out comments that diminish their effectiveness

	Preparedness
	Meets one or no criteria
	Meets two of three criteria
	Well dressed and prepared with notes, rehearsal and preparation is clear

	Visual Aids
	No visual aids or both are poorly constructed or explained
	Only one visual aid used or aids are poorly constructed or explained
	Uses two visual aids which are well constructed and explained

	Overall Quality
	Poorly done, little to no understanding evident, little effort or preparation evident
	A “good” presentation, shows understanding of the issue and some preparation and effort
	Well done, understanding of the issue, preparation and effort are evident

	Final Results
	Meets neither of the criteria
	Meets one of two criteria
	Over 50% of the class agrees with your side of the issue, over 50% of the class judges your presentation better


American Government

Issue Debate Viewing Guide

Question:

	Yes
	No

	Name(s):


	Name(s):

	Explanation of the issue (2 pieces of info):


	Explanation of the issue (2 pieces of info):

	Benefits (at least 1 reason):


	Benefits (at least 1 reason):

	Rebuttal (at least 1 criticism)


	Rebuttal (at least 1 criticism):



	My opinion on the question (I think….because…):



	Who did the better job?




