Competing Congressional Influences

Instructions: For each proposal, decide and explain how the given legislator would vote on the bill given the factors that may influence lawmakers included in the situation.  It may be helpful to list the different factors that may affect their vote.
Proposal I

Bill: The late term abortions will be banned inside the territories of the United States of America.

Legislator:  Representative Lotta Cooties, R – MS

Situation:  Representative Cooties is in her first term as a representative from Mississippi.  She has her party to thank for the campaign funds she used for her election.  She represents the poorest district of Jackson, MS and many of her constituents support democratic principles.  (Most agree that the only reason Rep. Cooties won was because of a scandal involving her opponent.)  

Proposal II

Bill: Funding for Common Core Education programs will be increased by 20% each year until the year 2025.

Legislator:  Senator Haywood Yapinchme, D - KS

Situation:  Senator Yapinchme has been in Congress for over 30 years, he represents the solidly Republican state of Kansas.  He is among his party’s leaders who are in favor of this bill but he personally opposes it.  He knows that Kansas’ school districts are among the most under-funded in the country.  Further complicating this vote, the Better Education For All super PAC (an interest group) has vowed to opposed any candidates that vote in favor of this bill.

Proposal III

Bill: The United States of America will commit the United States to the provisions of the Trans Pacific Partnership.  (This bill will increase trade and the economic development of third world Asian and African nations, it should help the economy of the U.S. but could be at the cost of jobs.)

Legislator:  Representative Amanda Hugginkiss, R – OR

Situation:  Representative Hugginkiss is a three term Congresswoman from Oregon.  She represents a liberal state but comes from the conservative suburbs of Portland.  Jobs are becoming more difficult to find in her district.  Representative Hugginkiss feels pulled in many different directions as she knows the American Conservative Union (one of her biggest campaign contributors) is against this bill.  Speaker Seymour Butz (D) has offered to support an amendment to the bill which would direct $10 million to her district for infrastructure improvements to gain her support.  

Please read through the following proposed legislation and determine which committee it might be referred to.

S. 2009

To authorize additional funds for emergency repairs and reconstruction of the Interstate I-35 bridge located in Minneapolis, Minnesota, that collapsed on August 1, 2007, to waive the $100,000,000 limitation on emergency relief funds for those emergency repairs and reconstruction, and for other purposes.

H. R. 3619

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a tax credit to primary health service providers who establish practices in health professional shortage areas.

H.R.49 

To designate the facility of the United States Postal Service located at 1300 North Frontage Road West in Vail, Colorado, as the `Gerald R. Ford, Jr. Post Office Building'.

H. R. 2808

To amend the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 and title 5, United States Code, to allow leave for individuals who provide living organ donations.

H. R. 2826

To amend titles 28 and 10, United States Code, to restore habeas corpus for individuals detained by the United States at Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and for other purposes.

H. R. 2880

To amend the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 to enhance United States diplomatic efforts with respect to Iran by expanding economic sanctions against Iran to include the importation of refined petroleum.

H. R. 1118

To amend the Controlled Substances Act to enhance criminal penalties for drug trafficking offenses relating to distribution of heroin, marihuana, and methamphetamine and distribution to and use of children, and for other purposes.

HR 1140 RFS

To authorize the Secretary, in cooperation with the City of San Juan Capistrano, California, to participate in the design, planning, and construction of an advanced water treatment plant facility and recycled water system, and for other purposes.

Committee on Agriculture 

Committee on Appropriations 

Committee on Armed Services 

Committee on the Budget 

Committee on Education and Labor 

Committee on Energy and Commerce 

Committee on Financial Services 

Committee on Foreign Affairs 

Committee on Homeland Security 

Committee on House Administration 

Committee on the Judiciary 

Committee on Natural Resources 

Committee on Oversight and Government 

Reform 

Committee on Rules 

Committee on Science and Technology 

Committee on Small Business 

Committee on Standards of Official Conduct 

Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure 

Committee on Veterans' Affairs 

Committee on Ways and Means

