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Philosophical Chairs 

Today you will participate in Philosophical Chairs. This is similar to a debate. You will be given a central topic or question on which you must choose to agree, disagree or be neutral . You must use evidence to support your perspective and follow the rules of engagement as you discuss the topic at hand. 
 The Rules of Engagement

1. Be sure you understand the topic before the discussion begins. Decide which section you will sit in.

2. Listen carefully when others speak and seek to understand their arguments even if you don’t agree.

3. Wait for the mediator to recognize you before you speak; only one person speaks at a time.

4. You must first summarize briefly the previous speaker’s argument before you make your response.

5. If you have spoken for your side, wait until 3 other people on your side speak before you speak again.

6. Be sure that when you speak, you address the ideas, not the person stating them.

7. Keep an open mind and move to the other side or the undecided section if you feel that someone made a good argument or your opinion is swayed. This does not mean that you have to stay there.

8. Support the mediator by maintaining order and helping the discussion to progress.

	The issue at hand…: What topic will we be discussing?  Write the question here.



	The Pros and Cons…

In any debate, you should be prepared to refute your oppositions view point. Think about both sides of the argument. List reasons for each side on the chart below. List examples from texts you’ve seen in class and also real world experiences or current events to support your answer.

	The Pros… People would agree with this b/c…
	The Cons… People would disagree with this b/c…

	1) .H
2) .

3)


	1) .

	Your point of view …After reviewing both sides of the topic and weighing the pros and cons, what is your opinion on the topic? What evidence can you use to support your claim? Write your claim and evidence here.
CLAIM:

Evidence:

1)

2)

3) 

4)

5)




During Philosophical Chairs

	In this box, record what you hear during the conversation, especially evidence that your classmates used to support their ideas that could also support your ideas.

Your classmate’s thoughts…

Your thoughts…




Philosophical Chairs Reflection

After participating in the discussion, answer the questions on a separate sheet of paper.

1. During the conversation, how did you contribute or how could you have contributed more? (What did you say to add to the conversation? What could you have said to make the discussion better?)
2. Did your point of view change during the discussion? If it changed, how did it change and why did it change? If not, why not

3. In the end, what was your point of view? In a paragraph, explain your final point of view (CLAIM) using evidence and reasoning that you gathered during the conversation.

