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   Teacher:   Mr. Sterchi & Mr. Marcum (STARCUM)
   Course:     Social Psychology
   Contact:    aaron.sterchi@fsd145.org   kyle.marcum@fsd145.org
                           815-232-0400                                                   Website: www.MrSterchi.com


	


OBJECTIVE:  In order to enroll in Sociology II, students must have earned an A or a B in Sociology I.
Sociology II is an elective, semester long course at Freeport High School. Sociology is the systematic or scientific study of human society, social behavior, and social problems. Sociological inquiry seeks to answer questions about social issues by employing the scientific method – developing hypotheses, theories, and supporting those theories with evidence. For the duration of this course students write a semester-long research paper. They will plan and execute a research process that revolves around the scientific method and 7-step sociological research model (Schaeffer:1989, Henslin:2008).

COURSE OUTLINE (Topics):  
	· Unit 1 – Fundamentals of Research – Topic selection, Research Question, Hypothesis, Independent Variable, Dependent Variable, Qualitative Methods Quantitative Methods, Seminar 1 – Topic Approval

· Unit 2 – Intro & Lit Review – Annotated Bibliography, Research Background / Lit Review, Seminar 2 – The State of Research on Your Topic

· Unit 3 – Data Collection & Analysis – Research Methodology (Interviews, Surveys, etc), Internal Review Board (IRB), Data Collection
· Unit 4 – Interpreting Data, Final Paper, and Research Symposium

	


MATERIALS:
1. Paper/Pen, Highlighters for annotation and coding
2. Binders (to keep research articles, tools, data, etc)
3. Chromebook (Daily) *Charged and ready to go
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES:
This class is best suited for students with a passion for social science – those who are interested in the world around them and the people in it. It is intended to be college-level and therefore, students should expect to be involved in class discussions regularly with an emphasis on explaining their research progress. This class will have a high degree of verbal participation and student self-direction.
· Be on time.


· Come prepared to work
· Regular attendance is essential.
· Respect your classmates and the instructor
· Out-of-class tasks are required
· Behave professionally (See rubric)
· Participate!

EVALUATION:
This course will have a variety of learning activities during each lesson.  There will be cooperative learning activities, lectures, discussions and debates, audio-visual presentations, projects, quizzes, tests, and other forms of assessment.  The grading scale is as follows:
	                                    A     90%-100%

                                    B     80%-89%

                                    C     70%-79%

                                    D    60%-69%

                                    F     00%-59%
	    Semester Grades
        Academic Practice          =  20%

        Academic Achievement  =  80%

        Final Exam                     =  10%



MAKE UP/ LATE WORK:
The grades for this course are comprised of regular check-ins and conferences with the instructor to give an update on the student’s research. Additionally, there are three Socratic seminars and a heavy emphasis on the final product – a 15-20 page research paper. It is very important to meet deadlines as they occur. Since this class is modeled after college-level sociology courses, all due dates will be final. Students who miss a deadline due to approved absence will have 7-days to make up the deadline. The final due date for the paper is non-negotiable.
USE OF TECHNOLOGY IN CLASSROOM

During class time students will be expected to keep their phones off or on silent. Phones must be put away unless otherwise specified by the instructor. There will be a few opportunities where students will be allowed to use their phones to look something up, listen to music while working independently, or participate in a class activity. If a student is using a cell phone during class time, they will be asked to put it away. If the student continues to use the phone the phone will be confiscated (“phone jail”) until the end of the class. While in “Phone Jail,” the device will be placed in a see-through container that will remain visible in the classroom. Students may take notes on personal laptops if they have been approved to do so by the main office and the instructor. The responsibility for the safety of that device belongs to the student and not the instructor nor the school district. If a student has a device that has been pre-approved by the district and the instructor ahead of time, they are free to use that device unless otherwise directed.
USE OF TECHNOLOGY OUTSIDE OF THE CLASSROOM
There will be a few projects that may require the use of technology outside the classroom. Students are expected to make all arrangements necessary to complete assignments by their due date. “I forgot my flash drive,” and “My printer was out of ink” will not be acceptable excuses for missing due dates. I maintain an open-door policy at all times. If a student has a concern about a particular assignment or due date they are welcome to bring their concern to my attention and I will be happy to assist them in practicing their problem-solving skills. 
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